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A Report on Pollution Mapping 
Atulya Ganga Parikrama 2020-21 



In a rare display of passion by military veterans, their organisation ‘Atulya 
Ganga Trust’ conceptualised, organised and accomplished a rare and 
unprecedented Ganga Parikrama Walk with an aim of encouraging youth 
and masses to create synergy for Ganga Rejuvenation and to map the 
pollution of Ganga all along its 2600 km length. The fact that it was done 
in the COVID year, makes it even more daunting a task. 


Introduction 
We all know that our climate, environment and natural resources are at greater 
risk than at any other point of time in the history of our planet. Amongst them 
one resource that needs an urgent attention is the health of our rivers. Almost 
all Indian rivers are under duress from unsustainable development and 
modernisation and are either dying or disappearing. The fact that the rivers are 
vanishing due to man-made interventions, means that we can reverse the 
degeneration of our Rivers - provided we have the will to do it. And so, a few 
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veterans in their 50s, 60s and 70s, thought of focusing on the most revered 
Ganga, and making a humble beginning towards its rejuvenation. 


In order to draw attention of the Indian youth, they chose the age old Indian 
custom of a Yatra or a March and decided to do the Ganga Parikrama. Which 
meant walking on both banks of the River, understanding the problems first 
hand and speak to the people residing on Ganga belt. There could not have 
been a better way to connect with people and understand the multi-faceted 
problems that affect 2550 km Ganga.  


Genesis 
The Ganga Parikrama has been a subject of walk and talk amongst the rishi 
-munis in Himalayas since Vedic times. It is believed that there are three kinds 
of Ganga Parikrama in vogue - Jal, Hanumant & Mundamaal. The toughest 
among them is Mundamaal Ganga Parikrama due to its strict rules. A number 
of saints do take the journey along the Ganga till Gangasagar, however in 
spoken or written history, one does not find any record of someone having 
completed this arduous walk along both banks of Ganga. Our senior founder 
Sh Gopal Sharma Ji, had helped one walker and saint Sh Gopal Baba in his 
attempt to do the Mundamaal Ganga Parikrama in 1987 - which again could 
not be accomplished. That is where the idea of Ganga Parikrama took birth.   
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Sh Gopal Sharma Ji,  Lt Col Hem Lohumi, SM and Col Manoj Keshwar, all 
three military veterans decided to inspire the youth through an unprecedented 
Ganga Walkathon. The idea was further refined for its optimum effectiveness 
by the chief mentors, Maj Gen Vinod Bhatt, SM, VSM has been in-charge of 
pollution mapping team which took water samples all along the Ganga.  


The Plan 
The aim of Atulya Ganga project  is to synergise all efforts of the government, 
non-government, volunteers and common public for rejuvenating Ganga to its 
pristine glory. It is a sure-footed, long term, people’s project underway 
addressing multiple dimensions of obtaining clean Ganga for future 
generations in 11 years ( 2020-30). 


In it’s first edition, it was decided to organise  an audacious, unprecedented, 
multi-faceted and record making - Atulya Ganga Parikrama. It was envisaged 
to be an unbroken ( Aviral ) walkathon for Ganga Rejuvenation covering both 
banks from Gangotri to Gangasagar - to grasp the multiple nuances of 
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Ganga’s existential crisis. As per initial plan - the 5500 Km Parikrama was to 
be covered in 6-8 months. 


The organising committee came up with a wholesome concept Four Ps or the 
Pillars of Atulya Ganga Project - Parikrama of Ganga, People 
Participation, Pollution Mapping & Plantation Drive.  

The Four ‘P’s or Pillars 
The foundation of Atulya Ganga Project stood on Four solid pillars called The 
Four Ps. These are described below -


• Parikrama of Ganga - Parikrama was flagged off by Her Excellency 
Anandiben Patel, Governor of UP, on 16 Dec 2020 at Prayagraj, and was 
successfully accomplished on 23 June 2021.  This 5530 km, 190 days 
walkathon, is the biggest ever walk for the  cause of vanishing Indian rivers. 
It attracted wide attention and media coverage. Thousands of walkers joined 
the Parikrama for varying time and distances. It is estimated that the 
message of urgency towards Ganga  during this Parikrama - directly and 
indirectly reached over 10 million people.


•  Pollution Mapping – During the walk, a dedicated team led by Maj Gen 
Bhatt geo-tagged and measured sources of pollution into Ganga. A Ganga 
health dashboard app is under preparation to help fixing location, amount of 
work and accountability of polluted portions of Ganga. Team took pollution 
samples at 224 points, geotagged 329 Sewerage and 201 seasonal Nallas 
flowing into Ganga. A data probably collected for the first time. The details 
of this are given in subsequent paras. 


• Plantation / Vrikshmal Drive - Rivers need massive forests on its flood 
plains to conserve soil, retain underground water and rejuvenate flora & 
fauna. 30,000+ trees like Bargad, Neem and Peepal were planted and 
enabled by Green India Foundation. Team geo-tagged saplings planted and 
a tree-mentor was nominated to ensure high survivability of planted trees. 


• People or Youth Participation- Youth is the biggest stake holder for natural 
heritage of India. Focused on the youth & NCC, a large-scale interaction and 
sensitization drive ensued- touching schools, colleges, Gram Panchayats 
doing hundreds of public meetings. There has been massive youth support 
to the Parikrama.
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Pollution Mapping - First Year Report  
(16 December 2020 - 23 June 2021) 

Section 1: Introduction  

1. The Atulya Ganga Project (AGP) is an initiative of military veteran influencers, 
young and enthusiastic environmentalists, writers, scholars, adventure lovers 
and social workers.


2. The AGP aims at synergising all government, non-government volunteers 
and the common public of the Ganga River Basin for rejuvenating and 
restoring the holy river to its pristine glory. It is a sure footed, long term 
people’s movement and project for the next decade (2020 -2031). One of the 
main aspects of the AGP is pollution mapping of the River at approximately 
150-250 locations every year for next 10 years.


3. The River Ganga runs for 2525 kms through five (5) states of Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. The River basin supports 
nearly 40% of the total population of India. The water quality of the River has 
been deteriorating due to over exploitation viz. anthropogenic, industrial, 
tourist and agricultural activities in an unsustainable manner. The monitoring 
and mapping of the water quality parameters is a pre- requisite for 
implementation of water protection policies and allocation of resources.


4. The water parameters and test results of the river will be a valuable data 
which can be shared with all stake holders. The results can be verified and 
confirmed in case of any anomalies since the exact location is Geo-tagged all 
relevant parameters are available on the website.


5. In view of the growing awareness and urgent need to protect the water 
resources and the environment for our future generations, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) in its Final Remarks last year (2021) made the following 
observation:


“There is a need to pin-point the accountability & responsibility for increasing 
pollution levels in Rivers particularly Ganga for last 36 years causing disease 
and deaths in spite of allocation of adequate precious government funds. 
There is also a requirement of an independent and unbiased audit to assess 
both the pollution as well as fund allocation”. 
NGT has asked National Mission on Clean Ganga (NMCG) and Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for a report on the above aspect by 31 March 
2022. The next hearing on the subject is scheduled for 28th April 2022. 
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6. Keeping the above requirements in view, the AGP can provide latest updated 

ground based unbiased, accurate, verifiable and scientific inputs of the River 
Ganga to the Government, NGT, CPCB and common man each year as per 
our Mission plan. This will be a goal oriented fruitful outcome for the efforts 
and vision of AGP. The team would be extremely enthusiastic to cooperate 
with all stake holders for rejuvenation of Holy Ganga.


Section 2: Materials and Methods 

2.1.    	Study Area

River Ganga starts at Gangotri in Uttarakhand and enters Bay of Bengal at 
Ganga Sagar (West Bengal) after covering approximately 2525 kms through 
five states. During the study / padyatra approx. 5530 kms was covered on 
both the banks of the river as part of the Mundmal Parikrama in 190 days. 
Two to three water samples were taken over a distance of average 35 kms 
per day. The pollution team collected 224 test samples. The data was 
captured with help of mobile based App using the GPS of mobile. The 
Latitude, longitude, date, location and temperature with photograph of the 
location along with water test sample results were uploaded instantly on AGP 
website.


2.2.    	Sample Collection and Analysis 

Total of 224 water samples were collected based on a Protocol of sample 
collection followed universally. Reputed digital meters and Transchem Multi 
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parameter field test kit was used for measuring temperature, pH, turbidity, 
hardness, chlorides, fluorides, dissolved oxygen (DO) and TDS on site and 
uploaded with help of the Mob App to the cloud based AGP Website. The 
digital meters and the water testing field kits were tested and calibrated in 
the Punjab Govt Labs before use and were found authentic and suitable.


2.3    	 Methodology 

The calculations of Water Quality Index (WQI) were worked out in 
collaboration with Dr Vijay Anand, Professor, Civil Engineering Department IIT 
Ropar.  Relative weightage Entropy based method was used for calculation 
of single water quality index. Geometric averaging as a mode of aggregation 
is more sensitive and has therefore been incorporated for arriving at 
Multiplicative water quality index (MWQI). Thus, the calculated WQI is divided 
in five (5) categories for ranking of the water quality.


2.4.   	 Water Quality Categories:


Ser no. MWQI Class Water Status

1 100-95 I Excellent

7

http://atulyaganga.com


atulyaganga.com @atulyaganga

2.5.   	 Desirable water Quality standards for surface water as per IS: 2296, CPCB 
and EPA 


2 <95-75 II Good

3 <75-50 III Fair

4 <50-25 IV Poor

5 <25-0 V Heavily polluted

Parameters Class -A

pH 6.5-8.5

Turbidity(mg/L) 10

Hardness(mg/L) 300

Chlorides(mg/L) 250

Fluorides(mg/L) 1.5

Dissolved Oxygen(mg/L) 6.0-14

TDS(mg/L) 500
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Section 3: Results and Discussion 

The above method has been used for arriving at the WQI of all 224 test sample 
locations. The basic water quality parameters such as Dissolved Oxygen (DO), pH, 
turbidity, hardness, Chlorides, Fluorides and TDS have been considered in this first 
year of water sampling and testing due to COVID restrictions of the government. 
The deviation entropy method based on multiplicative aggregation method has 
been applied to the River Ganga water data available for all 224 sampling locations.


1. The water sampling and test results for the first year of task undertaken by 
the AGP pollution team based on above method are represented below:
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3.2     	The locations of sampling sites (Total No:10) where the river Ganga is heavily 
polluted i.e. WQI is below 25 (<25):


3.3    Sampling test locations (Total No.31), where the River Ganga water is of poor 
quality (<50-25):


Ser No TableS. No. Name of city/town Name of place WQI 
(<25)

1 84 24Parganna (P) 
Kakdwip

Harwood point 1.02

2 87 24Parganna (P) 
Kakdwip

PS Castle 1.02

3 83 24Parganna (P) Kulpi 3.38

4 82 24 Parganna(S) Durgapur 7.63

5 203 Bijnour, UP NabalpurBarage 16.28

6 205 Bulandshahr,UP RajghatNaraura 17.84

7 207 Aligarh,UP Kachalaghat 17.84

8 79 24 Parganna(S) Noorpur Ferry ghat 18.03

9 204 Bulandshahr, UP Anoop Shahr 19.19

10 209 Kanpur, UP PettambraPeeth 20.01

Ser No Table 
S.NO.

Name : city/town Name of place WQI (<50-25)

1 80 24 Parganna(S),WB Nurpurghat 22.21
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2 78 24 Parganna(S),WB Fatehpur Faita, PS 22.47

3 77 24 Parganna(S),WB Fatehpur Raipur ghat 27.27

4 211 Unnao, UP BighapurKarmiGarehw
a

25.08

5 213 Raibareilly, UP GokaranGhat 22.47

6 214 Raibareilly, UP Kotraghat 27.27

7 221 Prayagraj,UP Suressarghat 27.27

8 208 Kanpur, up Shuklaganj Ganga Br 29.45

9 222 Prayagraj, UP JhunshiGhat 31.96

10 166 Fatehpur,UP(Hussainganj) Manipuri Ghat 31.94

11 28 Chapra, Bihar ChirandBangli Baba 
Math

31.13

12 223 Prayagraj, UP Kila Ghat 32.97

13 75 24 Parganna(N), WB Dakshineshwar Temple 
Tilagarh

33.17

14 164 Prayagraj, UP Kada Dham 33.42

15 165 Prayagraj, UP Sato Police Station 33.43

16 167 Fatehgarh, UP NaubataGhat 33.33

17 2 Prayagraj, UP Gokul Ghat 33.74

18 74 24 Parganna (N), WB Tilagarh Ind Waste 
Nalah

33.85

19 37 Begusarai, Bihar Kharampuraghat 33.85

20 76 24 Parganna (N), WB TilagarhBalughat 33.85

21 169 Fatehpur, UP Surjipur 33.43

22 219 Pratapgarh, UP KundaShrengusarpurg
hat

33.45

23 217 Pratapgarh, UP GothaniGhat 33.85

24 224 Prayagraj , UP Triveni Sangam 33.45

25 206 Gaziabad, UP GarhmukteshwarKaali 
river

33.80

26 182 Farukhabad, Kannauj, UP Mehndi Ghat 33.81

27 168 Fatehpur, UP SamopurKhalispurGhat 33.84

28 33 Samastipur, Bihar Patori / Jaunpur 38.33

29 38 Begusarai, Bihar Munger Ghat 38.23
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3.5.    	13 Sample test locations showed the river water quality was fair i.e.<75-50. 
All these details are extracted from our water quality journal submitted to 
International water Quality manual.


3.6.    	The balance 121 sample test locations showed the water quality as good 
(<95-75). However, 44 test locations the water quality was tested as Excellent 
i.e. (<100-95).


Section 4: Findings 

4.1 	 Out of the 224 test Samples taken along the R. Ganga. 10 Samples were in 
Cat- V “Heavily polluted” with WQI between i.e.< 25 -0 in 24 Pargana (WB), 
Bijnor, Bulandshahar, Aligarh, Kanpur, Prayagraj & Banaras (UP). 31 Samples 
were in Cat-IV, “Poor Quality” with WQI Range <50 – 25.13 Samples were in 
Cat- III, “Fair” with WQI Range i.e. <75-50.121Samples were in Cat- II, 
“Good” with WQI Range i.e.<95-75.44 samples were in Cat- I, “Excellent” 
with WQI Range i.e. <100-95.


30 161 Prayagraj, UP BharatganjUjihnighat 43.44

31 212 Raibareilly, UP Baksarghat 27.27
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4.2	 In General, the heavily Polluted areas 10 Nos lie in west Bengal 24 Parganna 
Distt., Bijnour, Bulandshahar, Aligarh, Kanpur, Prayagraj & Banaras Distts in 
UP.The Poor Quality of River Water is in 21 locations in UP, 4 Location in 
Bihar and 6 Places in 24 Pargana Distt. of west Bengal. The water Quality of 
River in 13 Location in Fair i.e. 5 Locations in Bihar and 8 Locations in UP.The 
Water Quality of River in 121 Locations was found to be Good in Bihar, West 
Bengal, Jharkhand and UP.The Water Quality of River was Excellent in 44 
locations in Uttarakhand, UP and Some Locations of Bihar & West Bengal.


4.3 	 The water Quality of the River is Generally Good; However, the Ghats 
LackCleanliness and gave a dirty & primitive look. The Disposal of garbage & 
Plastics is poor, at places sights of open defecation were also visible. 


The pollution team tagged 573 Nalahs (a+b+c) as follows:


Sewerage Nalahs entering River Ganga 		 =	 332 Nos 


Industrial waste entering River Ganga     	 =	 11 Nos 


Seasonal Nalahs entering River Ganga    	 = 	 204 Nos 


Cremation ground /Ghats 	 	 	 	 =	 56 Nos


Ghats		 	 	 	 	 	 =	 19 Nos
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Encroachment in river Areas                       	 =	 26Nos


Open Defecation Noticed in River Ganga 	 =	 7 Places


4.4	 The overall Quality of Water in River Ganga in fair/ excellent, as per the WQI 
table attached. It was noticed that the riverbanks and Ghats are Dirty and not 

maintained. Garbage, Plastic, animals’ dead bodies & defecation are 
common.In Eastern UP (Beyond Prayagraj) & Western Bihar the Locals have 
reported high levels of Arsenic in ground water extracted through tube wells 
resulting in widespread disease/ cancer.The mainstream of River Ganga has 
good water quality and has shown evidence of bacteria bio phage which has 
self-cleansing property. That is why extremely good quality of water is 
available in areas downstream of the heavily polluted areas along the river 
Ganga.


4.5	 The poverty and unemployment in fishermen/Nishad Community has 
increased lately. These communities are looking for alternate occupation / 
livelihood. This has led to Migration of fishermen communities.


	 

4.6	 The Atulya Ganga Project (AGP) over the last one year has provided valuable, 

accurate and sustained data for over 190 days about “The River Ganga 
Basin”. The data relates to water Parameters, Nalahs / Streams, Flora, 
Fauna, Historical/ Mythological sites & tourism.Under the AGP a “Ganga 
cleaning progress Feasibility Report” can be generated each year to show 
case the improvement of water Quality every year for next 10 years It was 
found that projects of bio-remediation and treatment of sewerage/ Sullage 
water of villages /Panchayats could be conceptualized and used effectively 
and fruitfully under the  Govt MANREGA, MPLAD schemes etc.Under 
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Afforestation (Vrikshmal Program) the team planted (endemic varieties of tree 
species i.e. Bargad, Pipal, Neem Emlietc.) Approx. 30,000 Nos.


4.7	 Ms. Soumya Mukherji & Mr. K L Mukherjee from Kolkata approached the 
team in Kolkata, West Bengal & gave a presentation on a proposal for 
desilting of Howrah /Haldia Ports, reclaiming of precious Land and 
generation of tidal power in a very cost effective and efficient manner. The 
Port Trust & Shipping industry will tremendously benefit from this Project if 
sanctioned by the Govt. The concept is attached at the end of this report. 


Section 5: Recommendations 

5.1.  The Pollution testing shall continue for next 10 years  to project an 
independent report to NGT, Govt depts & the locals of the Ganga River Basin 
for regular review of the health status of River Ganga and its level of 
pollution.


5.2.	 Physical Mapping of streams / Nalahs / Tributaries is time consuming and 
cost intensive. In future it is proposed to use Drones /RPVs for this purpose.


5.3.	 Only Field test kits were used due to Covid restrictions this year. Next year 
onwards water samples will be collected and tested in IIT/ Engr College 
Labs. to cover additional water parameters such as BOD/COD/Alkalinity/Ca/
Mg/Heavy metals/ Pesticides/ Fertilizers /Arsenic/Uranium etc. where ever 
required


5.4.	 The Critical Area (41 Locations where the Water Sample have WQI of Cat -5 
& 4 need immediate attention so that in next 5 years the overall WQI of the 
river Ganga would become Good/Fair/Excellent (10+31=41 Locations out of 
224)


5.5.	 Sewerage Nalahs 332 Nos entering the River should re-cycle effluent to other 
uses after full treatment in STP/ETPs.


5.6.	 Industrial Nalahs 11 Nos identified this year should not be discharged into 
the River. Further Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs) should be created & only 
treated effluent needs to be monitored for quality before discharge into the 
river.


5.7.	 The WQI mapped in 1st year will be available on 24x7 health dash board of 
Atulya Ganga Project, each Location will display the WQI on a GIS 
map(Google Earth Map) and / or Remote Sensing Map .


5.8.	 The Ganga River Basin is highly productive and presently over exploited. 
Sustainable management and Controlling encroachment of River Basin will 
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reduce pollution by fertilizer, nutrients&pesticides. This will also reducethe 
prevalent diseases.


5.9.	 Undertake conservation & Plantation efforts in Ganga River Basin Ecosystem. 

This will help in reducing the erosion, improve water Quality and decrease 
insects/ Pests there by lead to disease Control.


5.10.	 Basin Management by checking Soil erosion, control Problems of Drainage /
Alkalinity, Flood prevention, check siltation of dams & barrages, recharge 
ground water etc. will provide alternative sources of income and employment 
to the Local communities.


5.11.All Industries releasing treated/ untreated industrial effluents should adopt and 
implement Environment Management System (EMS) IS0-14000. This will 
motivate them to improve the quality of effluent released in environment 
progressively.


5.12.	 Strict & honest monitoring & controlling of Industrial Effluent discharged  from  
existing STP/ETPs. STP out flows should be used for agriculture and other 
usage, before releasing into the main river.


5.13.	 At Local Level, treatment of Nalahs /Drains:-villages and towns should 
implement modes of water treatment such as Root Zone method , Phyto 
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reed Plants (NEERI) bio-remediation techniques or models like OSHO Teerath 
Parks in Koregoan Pune (Japanese Model) 


5.14.  It is recommended that all Ghats /River Fronts should be improved in line with 
creation of controlledRecreation /Amusement parks.


5.15. These should have 24x7 Operation and Maintenance Contracts for 
Cleanliness. In addition,fountains be installed for improving the levels of 
dissolved Oxygen (DO) in the River Water.


5.16.  24x7Pollution Monitoring Station should be created in first phase along the 
river. The Priority of installation should be in Location /towns where the WQI 
falls in Category 5 & 4. These stations will help maintaining the environment, 
ecology, floods, monitoring pollution and pollution related diseases.


5.17.  There is a need to study and research the presence and activity of Bacteria 
bio-phage available in Ganga water/Ganga soil beds. In some areas due to 
Excessive Sand mining /dredging of river-bed, this self-cleansing activity 
seems to have reduced. The research on bacteria bio-phage needs to be 
undertaken.


5.18.  There is need to encourage the inland water transportation system by utilizing 
less polluting, cheaper and efficient mode of water ways. This will increase 
employment and help in traffic decongestion on main arterial road network.
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5.19.  The mammoth data collected by the AGP over last one year can be Shared 
with NMCG, CPCB, NGT, MoT, Forest Dept with cost. This will help AGPto 
Continue the study for next decade (10 years).


5.20.  The Ganga Cleaning Feasibility Report shall be shared with Govt. of Central, 
State Govt. Local-Govt., Local Administration down to Panchayat level to 
showcase the health and status of River Ganga with relevant Local 
recommendations to enhance the water Quality utilizing the funds under the 
existing Govt. schemes.


5.21.  It is strongly recommended that the govt should order a Feasibility Study 
Report on the project proposed by Ms. Mukherjee to reduce recurring 
dredging cost of ports of Howrah & Haldia, reclaim land and generate 
electricity using  tidal waves. Ms Soumya Mukherjee, scientist is presently 
working in Germany. 


5.22. The afforestation program  under “Vrikshmal” should continue to plant 
endemic varieties of trees along the River basin with support of Local, state & 
forest depts for wilding of the river banks to bring back its original natural 
status.
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Section 6 : Conclusion 

6.1.    	The AGP pollution team during its maiden year of water sampling, testing 
and pollution mapping has arrived at Water Quality Index (WQI) at 224 
locations on Ganga River basin for the first time. This valuable data can 
provide an effective tool for assessing surface water quality as per CPCB 
classification based on IS code-2296 for class A drinking water supply. The 
WQI has been calculated based on basic seven (7) water parameters 
covering physical and chemical aspects of river water.


6.2.    	It is proposed that  studies under taken in subsequent years by the Atulya 
Ganga Pollution team will include additional water parameters such as 
alkalinity, BOD, COD, heavy metals, fertilizers, pesticides, micro-plastics, 
arsenic, uranium etc. The tests will require chemical, biological and trace 
elements analysis in NABL authorised laboratories or IIT / Engineering 
colleges Labs. Thus there will additional requirement of funds. Further for 
geo-tagging of Nalahs / streams/ tributaries of the river Ganga, drones / 
remotely piloted crafts are recommended to be used for an exhaustive study.
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Thank You! 
Atulya Ganga is and will always be a people’s project. This initiative was taken 
up by the Military Veterans - to encourage youth to understand the risks of a 
vanishing river and to motivate them to take action. Executing a project of this 
massive proportion and its many related activities - requires large finances and 
support from all quarters. We would have been able to do nothing without the 
all round support that came from every quarter. 


A big thank you from the bottom of our heart goes out to :


• The vibrant Armed forces fraternity, friends & family members of Atulya 
Ganga team for their financial, logistical, physical and moral support. Every 
penny that you all donated gave us confidence and made this effort 
possible. 


• Unwavering support of people of Ganga belt who opened their hearts, 
homes and premises to enable our night stays and participated in Ganga 
Goshthees helping us understand multiple dimensions of Ganga.


• NCC Directorate and thousands of officers & NCC cadets in states of Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Bengal, UP and UK - who not only walked with team for Ganga, 
but also carried a relay baton all along the Ganga belt. 


• The Media on Ganga belt deserves a special thank you for taking our story 
to millions of people all over India. A series of articles enabled millions to 
join us in this Ganga journey.


• The honourable Minister of Tourism - Sh Prahalad Singh Ji, DG Tourism - 
Smt Meenakshi Sharma Ji, ’Incredible India’ team at Ministry of Tourism 
gave us the financial support and events support along the walk at 
Prayagraj, Varanasi, Patna, Kolkata. It helped us understand the immense 
Tourism and self employment potential on both banks of Ganges. 


• The unprecedented support, help and patronage of the honourable Minister 
of Water Resources - Sh Gajendra Shekhawat ji, DG - Sh Rajeev Ranjan 
Mishra ji, NAMAMI GANGE team at Ministry of Water Resources and their 
volunteer organisations along the walkathon - gave us the confidence and 
capability to accomplish this massive walkathon. 


• The support of military stations along the Ganga belt at Prayagraj, Varanasi, 
Fatehgarh, Danapur / Patna, Barrackpore, Kolkata. 
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• A large numbers of Govt officials from the states of UP, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Bengal and Uttarakhand who supported in various aspects of Parikrama. 


• The unique and vibrant adventure clubs of West Bengal - who were the most 
intimate part of the walkathon every step of the walk in Bengal.


• The Ashrams of Ganga belt who whole heartedly keep their doors always 
open for pathiks like us. 


• Every such unknown Indian we may have missed mentioning here - but who 
kept us in their hearts and silently prayed for the Parikrama success. 


• The first 6 courageous walkers - who volunteered, trained, left their homes 
and stepped out to walk for Ganga. The Atulya Ganga endeavour was 
carried on their shoulders on both banks. 


And finally without the blessings of most revered Maa Ganga - a project of this 
massive proportion could not have been possible, more so in tough and trying 
Corona times. 


A New Journey Begins - 2022 Cyclothon! 
After accomplishing an unprecedented and longest walkathon for Ganga - its 
time now for unprecedented and longest cyclothon.  In keeping with our 
commitment for Ganga we will now cycle 2600 km, from Gangotri to 
Gangasagar in March - April 2022. We seek your continuous blessings and 
support to this self-less penance for Ganga Rejuvenation. 


Sab Ka Saath Ho,  Ganga Saaf Ho!

Atulya Ganga Cyclothon 2022 : Short Brief 

Start Point : 	 	 	 	 Gangotri Dham  
Finish Point : 	 	 	 	 Gangasagar Dham  
Start Date  : 	 	 	 	 01 March 2022  
Finish Date (Estimated) :	 	 03 April 2022  
Number of Days : 	 	 33 Days  
Distance :	 	 	 	 	 2800 km  
Route : Gangotri - Uttarkashi - Devprayag - Haridwar - Kanpur - 
Prayagraj - Varanasi - Patna - Munger - Kolkata - Gangasagar.
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